


SMILE

April—Ilike a breeze—has come and gone so
quickly. And here we are at the end of
another SMILE year. We had two craft
mornings this month. A few of the ladies
participated in the grapevine wreath craft the
first morning, while the rest of us enjoyed the
luxury of conversation—without
interruptions! Two weeks later, we gathered
on a lovely spring day, under the carport to
assemble planters—and to provide some
entertainment to the one year old class
watching through the window. We brought
our own pots filled with soil and added the
plants from container recipes we had chosen
the previous week. In no time at all our pots
were complete, giving time for a walk to
enjoy this beautiful spring morning.

On a rainy Tuesday in between these two, we
took a trip to Central Market. It was a fun
morning exploring all that the market has to
offer—fresh produce, lattes and cappuccino,
baked goods and so much more.

The final morning was what has become our
‘annual end-of-year brunch’. We closed the
morning with sharing and prayer requests,
rejoicing with those who rejoice and carrying
with us petitions to remember as we part for
the summer.

Brunch was followed by a lunch for all the
childcare workers. It is a blessing when we
hear comments of how the children love to
come here. All the teachers do a fantastic
job—thank you!

Last year we had gathered recipes and put
together a little cookbook. It was such a
success that we did it again this year and
printed extra. If anyone would like one see
me—the cost is $7.

SMILE is an outreach that has been going on

for a long time—28 years to be exact. Each
year the women fill out evaluations for
suggestions, etc. It is always interesting to
read what it is that they enjoy about SMILE
and each year the underlying theme is the
same—Tfellowship and support. One mom put
it this way, “Being with all the ladies and
hearing and sharing conversations and stories.
It is nice to know you’re not alone.” From all
the moms at SMILE—thank you for your
ongoing support of this ministry.

~Ruth Ann Stoner

Youth Group

This month the youth group had a couple
Bible studies along with some other activities.
One of our activities was a couch event where
we put couches on the back of pick up trucks
and videotaped us doing things with the
couches like running bases, carrying someone
on the couch.

Every time we have youth group everyone
has a lot of fun and we are always looking
forward to the next youth group event.

~Mike Sollenberger

Sewing Circle

With outside temperatures in the 80's on
April 7, the cool church basement felt good to
the five women who knotted six comforters
for MCC.

~Lois Garber

Who am 1?

How many siblings do you have? 1
Favorite food. Breaded shrimp
Favorite Bible verse.  Genesis 1:1 “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the
earth.”

Favorite song. "Hero" by ‘Skillet’
Your first job. Scratch trash

What can always be found in my refrigerator.
Fruit and veggies

What do you do for fun? Legos and video
games




Hobbies.  Sports

Where would you like to go if you could
travel.? Lego land

One of your most embarrassing moments.
When a girl asked me out.

People may be surprised to know that.....my
sister has a toad.

My unfilled ambition.  To go to college and
get a degree in architecture.

One thing I've learned in life.  How to sew
What do you like most about church?
Sunday school

Get Acquainted

The threads of time are woven together to
portray a picture of new born life and years
beyond. She entered this life--a bundle of joy
with a future foretold. "I know the plans |
have for you.......

She was delighted with that first birthday
cake, joyfully enlarging the area of frosting
from the decorated cake to fingers, face, to
hair, to everywhere.

The Weeping Willow tree was her security
as she played hide and seek with friends,
enjoyed Barbie dolls with friends (boys
included) and then challenged others as they
played baseball and football in the early
morning dew.

At age seven she helped Mom and Dad in
caring for a five year old brother, a three year
old sister and new born twins.

She dedicated her life to follow the
footsteps of Jesus and participated in church
activities.

Time moved on. She was always an honor
student and graduated from high school with
highest honors. From Messiah College she
earned a BA degree in Religion and Bible and
that, too, with honors.

One of the most memorable times of her life
was spent in Cambodia serving through
Mennonite Central Committee as a teacher of
English to first and second year university

students. There she learned humility and to
laugh at herself when she confused the
meaning of the Khmer words. She also
learned the value of friendship in a society
where people are poor but come together to
share in large family responsibilities.

She was eager to have a deeper
understanding of the Anabaptist faith and
mission. Working at Eastern Mennonite
Missions as Administrative Assistant to the
African region has broadened her vision and
interest.

For the future--as the journey of life
continues........ She is interested in graduate
school, spending time overseas, repairing a
large farmhouse where there can be animals, a
garden, extra room for foster children or to
host international students.

Following step by step where God leads,
she is dedicated to a life of service. Her name
is Christa Mylin.

~Shirley Renno

A Gift From My
Mother

One of the gifts my mother gave me was to

learn good work ethics so when | went to seek

employment | knew what was expected of

me. She passed on to me a Godly heritage as

well as to appreciate and respect the elderly.
Verna Leaman

She always had strength to keep going on
and said, "I will cry tomorrow."
Gail DeVerter

My mother gave me the importance of
honesty and telling the truth. She also
impressed upon me the value of getting along
with my sisters.

Flossie Harnish



My father was descended from several
generations of Mennonite ministers while my
mother did not grow up in a Christian home.

What an amazing woman she was--
determined to have an indescribable family
unity--never critical and a deep sense of
humor that gave us all joyful filled days.

Shirley Renno

When | was 14 my mother gave me a spiral
notebook and a pen. We were just starting on
a three month trip to her childhood home in
Texas. She said that although any adventure
seems memorable, - a lot of it will be
forgotten. 1 still have that journal and treasure
it, along with many others I kept over the
years.

Martha Hartman

My mother spent most of the last years of
her life in bed but she showed me much
patience and acceptance of her situation. Out
of that I learned to show compassion.

Flossie Merkey

My mother had a servant's heart and served
her church, community and family. She was
also very hospitable and I hope it was passed
on to us children.

Helen Harnish

My mother gave me the freedom to use her
sewing machine at a very young age. Before
that she had the patience to instruct me in
hand sewing doll clothes.

Lois Garber

After | graduated from high school in 1935
my mother bought me a 1935 Plymouth.
Since my father had died two years earlier, we
needed transportation. We visited many
friends and relatives in the county on a
Sunday afternoon.

Every summer | attended the Young
People's Institute at Johnstown, later at
Laurelville. 1t wasn't hard to fill my car with
girls since many from the county would also

go.
When John and | were married in 1945 we

took my car to New Castle because John and
Lloyd Lefever needed their cars for DHIA
testing. Miriam and | needed transportation
to our jobs in New Castle. When John and
Lloyd finished their Civilian Public Service
the four of us took a trip to Florida in that '35
Plymouth before they started their jobs in the
county.

Since we didn't need two cars on the farm at
Kirkwood, we retired it to John's home. John
's brother, Bob, drove it and | don't know
what became of it but we think they probably
traded it in when Bob got his first car in 1949.
Anyway, it served us well. If | remember
correctly, mother paid $600 for it.

Ruth Breneman

My mother taught me that hard work done
well brings satisfaction, joys and blessings.
Edie Schrock

My mother taught me how to work and to
help others. She was a good example to me
of the Christian life.

Arlene McMichael

The best thing my mother gave me was not
material things because they just come and go
but the good advice and spiritual teachings
from a Godly mother last forever.

Anna Lois McMichael
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Bits and Pieces

--Kyle Horst, Ryan Horst and Lorielle Ressler

were named to the dean's list for the fall
semester at Penn State University.

-- Kaylie Boston is the cover artist for this

month's newsletter.

--Wynn Kanagy is the identity of "Who am
[?"



Prayer Quotes M

By: Martha Thomas
"If stress causes us to be weak-kneed, perhaps
we should let them collapse entirely and while
in that position do a little serious PRAYING."
(unknown)

"PRAYER is the most important thing in my
life. If I should neglect PRAYER for a single
day, I should lose a great deal of the fire of
faith.” (Martin Luther)

"Study without PRAYER is atheism; and
PRAYER without study is presumption.”
(Bishop Sanderson)

Upcoming Events

July 23-25  Church retreat at Woodcrest

Pastor’s Corner

Over the last few weeks | have noticed a
theme emerging at New Danville. | have
heard it in the Newsletter, a couple sermons
and in casual conversation. The theme is one
that clearly states the intent of Christ for the
church. It is not one that is easily attained or
at times even desired. It is the root of success
and the downfall of vision. It is talked about,
praised and we are constantly challenged to
make it happen, yet at times it seems just out
of reach. Paul speaks about division in
Ephesians 2 and challenges the readers to
consider Christ who came to make the Jews
and the Gentiles one in Christ. To break down
hostility and to rise above ourselves and to
consider the one who brings perfect peace and
unity, that is Jesus Christ.

Oneness and Peace in Christ Ephesians 2:11-
18

11Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be
outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised
heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of
their circumcision, even though it affected
only their bodies and not their hearts. 12In
those days you were living apart from Christ.

4

You were excluded from citizenship among
the people of Israel, and you did not know the
covenant promises God had made to them.
You lived in this world without God and
without hope. 13But now you have been
united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far
away from God, but now you have been
brought near to him through the blood of
Christ.

14For Christ himself has brought peace to us.
He united Jews and Gentiles into one people
when, in his own body on the cross, he broke
down the wall of hostility that separated us.
15He did this by ending the system of law
with its commandments and regulations. He
made peace between Jews and Gentiles by
creating in himself one new people from the
two groups. 16 Together as one body, Christ
reconciled both groups to God by means of
his death on the cross, and our hostility
toward each other was put to death.

17He brought this Good News of peace to
you Gentiles who were far away from him,
and peace to the Jews who were near.18Now
all of us can come to the Father through the
same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has
done for us.

Verse 11, begins with the words “Don’t
forget.” These words have deep meaning for
Robin and me as these two words are
inscribed in our wedding bands. We intend to
remember and not to forget our vows to one
another and the love we share. Paul’s
challenge to the Gentiles was that they should
not forget where they came from. They were
outsiders and that the grace they received
brought them into a relationship with Jesus
Christ. We too must remember that we
receive the same grace, that we have the same
Spirit and that there is a common purpose that
we share, to reach those who live in our midst
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. May God use
this word to inspire us to a greater sense that
God is with us, that He has a plan for us and
that as we walk the journey of transition we
walk it together.

Blessings,
Curtiss



Hidden Message

REJOICE!

Match the numbers with letters from the key to spell out
this verse from Philippians 4:4.

KEY

ACDEG
12345

1 9 15 1 16 13




