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Youth Group 
 

          Costa Rica Missions Trip Report 

   

From June 23-July 3 the youth group was on a 

missions trip to Costa Rica.  The first three 

days were spent on the Pura Vida Missions 

base for training.  

   After training all the youth groups there 

went to Jaco for a day.  We handed out soda, 

washed windows and went door to door to 

pray for people.  Then we had a children's 

ministry time.  Later there was a concert by a 

famous Costa Rican singer named Tapon.  

   After the day in Jaco all the different youth 

groups spread out to go to different churches 

across Costa Rica.  Our group went to a town 

called Upala.  The next four days we stayed 

with host families near the church.  We 

helped put a new ceiling in the church, paint 

the church and run a kid's ministry each day.  

One day we also did a drama in a park and 

picked up trash.  Another day we handed out 

free soda again.  

   It was awesome to get to know some of the 

people down there like our host families. 

They were all extremely generous and loved 

having us stay with them.   From our outreach 

time we learned a lot about the different 

culture in Costa Rica.  

   Our last day in Costa Rica was our vacation 

day.  We first went out for breakfast. Then we 

went white water rafting in the morning.  In 

the afternoon we  took a zipline canopy tour 

through the rain forest.  It was a lot of fun.  

   Our entire trip was an awesome experience.  

We all learned a lot while we were there and 

it drew us all much closer to God.              

              Michael Sollenberger    

   

   

   On June 23, the New Danville district youth 

got up early and headed for Washington DC. 

Our flights were on time so we arrived in San 

Jose, Costa Rica in mid afternoon. We were 

picked up by several staff members from Pura 

Vida Missions. We stayed at the base for 3 

days for training and worship and several 

sessions. In the sessions we learned why we 

should do everything that we do... to glorify 

God.  

   On Saturday all the youth groups went their 

separate ways. Our group headed off to Upala 

in northern Costa Rica. On the way there our 

van broke down which set us back a couple of 

hours but we got to the local church at about 

1:30 in the morning. Next we went to church 

and had a relaxing Sunday afternoon 

swimming in the river and looking at the 

wildlife. 

    The next several days we spent working 

hard-- we painted the church and put in a 

ceiling. We also did some outreaches which 

included washing people's windows, handing 

out free coke, and street evangelism. We also 

did some kids ministry and a drama in the 

local park. Then we went back to the base and 

on Thursday had a vacation with all the 

groups going whitewater rafting and on a zip-

line jungle canopy tour.  

   The following day we flew home. Overall, 

this was a good experience, and I'm glad I 

went. The thing that stretched me the most 

was the language, because while I could kind 

of understand Spanish, I couldn't really speak 

it. The thing I enjoyed the most was the rainy 

Costa Rican weather. The church was very 

thankful for our help and was sad to see us go. 

I would definitely recommend this mission to 

anyone. 

                  Drew Sommerfeld  

  

 

 

Sewing Circle 
 

 Five of us--Catherine Gerlach, Lois Garber, 

Flossie Harnish, Arlene McMichael and Mary 

McMichael met on Wednesday, June 2 and 

knotted five comforters. 

                    Lois Garber 
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Who Am I? 
  

How many siblings do you have?   Seven--

only 1 living and she had her 91st birthday. 

Favorite food.   Anything that tastes good!!  

:) 

Favorite Bible verse.  Isaiah 26:3, "Thou wilt 

keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 

stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee." 

Favorite song.   "All the Way My Saviour 

Leads Me" and "Great is Thy Faithfulness" 

and many more. 

Your first job.      Picking strawberries 

What can always be found in my 

refrigerator.  Milk 

What do you do for fun?     Visit people (in 

person or via telephone)--all are interesting. 

Hobbies.  Reading and walking--enjoying 

nature--God's beautiful world. 

Where would you like to go if you could 

travel?    Virginia 

One of your most embarrassing moments. 
When I can't think of someone's name right 

away. 

People may be surprised to know that.....   

A couple years before I went to nurse's 

training I taught S.S. and S.B.S. in the 

mission station that our Kidron Menn. 

church had in Dillonville, Ohio.  If you want 

to know more, just ask me. 

On the day after my graduation from nurses 

training in Colorado, I drove my mom and 

dad's new Hudson car all the way to the top of 

Pike's Peak with my parents and three friends.  

There was snow on top. 

We traveled a lot--across the USA, Canada, 

Hong Kong (by air), New England states--just 

to name a few--east, west, north and south in 

our used motor home. 

My unfilled ambition. I am looking forward 

to seeing Jesus and all my relatives and 

friends in Heaven. 

One thing I've learned in life.   The Lord is 

faithful to all His promises! 

What do you like most about church?      
All of it--S.S., worship, sermon, fellowship, 

singing hymns a cappella. 

 Mennonite Disaster 

Service (MDS) Volunteer 

Opportunities 
  

   We receive bi-weekly updates via e-mail of 

current needs.  If you are interested in 

volunteering, we would be glad to share these 

needs with you at any time.  Many of the 

requests are for skilled crew leaders for 2-4 

weeks, July-Sept. in places like New Orleans 

and American Samoa.  If you are interested in 

a volunteer opportunity, the number to call is 

(800) 241-8111. You can also go online at 

www.mds.mennonite.net for current photos 

and volunteer project information. 

  

   Interested in something closer to home and 

a shorter period of time commitment?  Two 

volunteers are needed each day at the new 

Binational Office and Warehouse building in 

Lititz.  Call Martha at (717)917-3467 and 

schedule a time when you can help.  She will 

tell you what skills are needed now and place 

your name on the list if you want to be called 

for a different skill.  Some jobs do not need a 

special skill. 

  

   No time to volunteer?  How about sending a 

card of encouragement and praying.  Here is 

the latest MDS response to the oil spill.   

      

    As oil continues to gush into the Gulf 

waters, MDS friends, partners, and clients in 

the Gulf are asking for our prayers and 

support. Residents are grieving, saying, "This 

is our life and our culture—it is also the only 

way of life we know; what will we do if it is 

lost?" When MDS representatives asked what 

we can do, one Parish official said, "You can 

help by continuing to do what you do best—

rebuilding homes."  
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     We invite you to show your support for 

our Gulf Coast neighbors through:    

    Cards: Send personal cards to residents of 

the Gulf Coast affected by the oil spill, giving 

them a word of encouragement. Let them 

know that you are thinking of and praying for 

them. Please address cards to “Gulf Coast 

Residents.” After you write your card, please 

send it directly to the MDS Akron office in 

Pennsylvania . Once your card is received, it 

will be delivered to individuals in 

communities along the Gulf who are directly 

impacted by the oil spill.  

   

Please mail your card to: Mennonite Disaster 

Service, Care and Prayer Cards, 1018 Main 

St, Akron , PA 17501 .  

   

Pray: Pray for the following as residents ask 

for prayer during this time:  

   

·         The oil leak will soon be stopped  

·         Health and welfare of clean up workers  

·         Meaningful income for families  

·         Wisdom in allocation of public and BP    

          resources  

·         Listening ears for our volunteers  

·         Hope and healing after the clean up  

          phase  

·         That leaders place safety before  

          financial gain.  

   

Thanks for considering these opportunities.  

Your Congregational Contact Persons (CCP)  

John and Shirley Warfel   

 

      Congregational Positions 
  

   Please remember the following persons who 

begin new positions or continue in their 

present one on July 1. 

  

Church nursery recruiter      1 yr.       

                               Linda Brenneman 

Seasonal flowers                 2 yrs.       

                                  Miriam Leaman 

S.S. co-superintendent        4 yrs.                   

                                      Jay Lehman 

Library committee               3 yrs.       

                                    Kathy Schrock 

 

Sound system operator       2 yrs.       

                         Mark Charles and Jay Harnish 

Business mtg. chair            4 yrs.       

                               Jay Garber 

Offering coordinator          to 1/11        

       Duane Charles replacing Linford Hershey 

Ass't cemetery treasurer     6 yrs.       

                         Martin Harnish (new position) 

Financial secretary          to 1/11                     

                    Carl Hess replacing David Garber 

 

"Dive Into a Good Book" 
  

    Be sure to stop by the library before you 

leave on vacation to checkout 

some good listening and reading materials.  

We have some new additions.  

Need help finding something?  One of the 

librarians, Kathy Schrock, 

Shirley Renno, or Shirley Warfel will be glad 

to assist you.   

There is no need to hurry your summer 

reading.  We have eliminated the 

two-week return policy, so you can return 

items whenever you are finished 

with them.  For tracking purposes, simply fill 

out the card in the back 

of the book and place on the library counter.  

One of the librarians will 

file the card.   

   Enjoy your summer reading! 

               Shirley Warfel 

       Prayer Quotes       

            By:   Martha Thomas 

       

  "If you don't have a dynamic PRAYER life 

you are not dressed." The way you are assured 

that the Armour of God is on you, rather then 

hanging up in your spiritual closet, is that you 

understand the purpose for PRAYER.  
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PRAYER is done because you know you can't 

survive without it."  (Dr. Tony Evans) 

"I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you." 

Luke 11:9  God never tires of our asking. 
 

  

                   Bits and Pieces 

--Emily Horst and Shirley Warfel provided 

music and activities for children 

at East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church's 

retreat at Black Rock on June 

6 

--The June 19 Lancaster Farming pictured 

Jay, Kristen and Alexis Lehman accompa- 

  nied with a recipe for french toast that 

Kristen submitted. 

--The June 26 Lancaster Farming pictured Jen 

and Linford Hershey accompanied by a  

   recipe for icebox butterhorns that Jen 

submitted. 

--Breanna Kanagy is the cover artist for this 

month's newsletter. 

--Edie Schrock is the identity of "Who am I?" 

       

Pastor's Corner   

 John Isner of the United States won the 

longest tennis match in history on June 24, 

2010 when he defeated France's Nicolas 

Mahut at Wimbledon. The first-round match 

took 11 hours and 5 minutes over three days, 

lasting so long it was suspended because of 

darkness--two nights in a row. Isner won the 

epic marathon 6-4, 3-6, 6-7 (7), 7-6 (3), 70-

68. At the end of this epic tennis battle there 

was exhaustion and exhilaration as a feat that 

may never be duplicated ended.  

   The Bible has many epic battles, not of 

tennis, but of God’s judgment on the nations. 

In Joshua 10 we read about one such battle 

that took the longest day in history to 

complete! Joshua 10:7-15  So Joshua set out 

from Gilgal, his whole army with him—all 

those tough soldiers! God told him, "Don't 

give them a second thought. I've put them 

under your thumb—not one of them will 

stand up to you." Joshua marched all night 

from Gilgal and took them by total surprise. 

God threw them into total confusion before 

Israel, a major victory at Gibeon. Israel 

chased them along the ridge to Beth Horon 

and fought them all the way down to Azekah 

and Makkedah. As they ran from the people 

of Israel, down from the Beth Horon ridge 

and all the way to Azekah, God pitched huge 

stones on them out of the sky and many died. 

More died from the hailstones than the people 

of Israel killed with the sword. The day God 

gave the Amorites up to Israel, Joshua spoke 

to God, with all Israel listening:  

   "Stop, Sun, over Gibeon;  

   Halt, Moon, over Aijalon Valley."  

   And Sun stopped,  

   Moon stood stock still  

Until he defeated his enemies. (You can find 

this written in the Book of Joshua.) The sun 

stopped in its tracks in mid sky; just sat there 

all day. There's never been a day like that 

before or since—God took orders from a 

human voice! Truly, God fought for Israel. 

Then Joshua returned, all Israel with him, to 

the camp at Gilgal.  

   I don’t think John Isner or Nicolas Mahut 

desired for their day to be lengthened but for 

Joshua, he desired this defeat to be so 

complete and miraculous that it would be a 

sign to the nations that God was the victor, 

not Israel. I suspect that after such a long and 

tiring marathon of a day the people of Israel 

were exhausted and exhilarated. That day they 

saw God do something that never happened 

before and it gave them renewed spirit and 

trust in Almighty God.  

   As we continue on the journey of life and 

look to overcome the temptations of the 

world, we, too, are in a marathon clash with 

forces of darkness. Neither night nor day stop 

satan’s desire to overcome us and drag us 

down. But let us remember that God has 

already secured the victory through Jesus 

Christ and that as we place our trust fully and 

confidently in His hands, we are a part of the 

longest contest in history-- a contest where 
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the end has already been recorded.  All we 

must do is have courage, strength, 

perseverance and keep our eyes focused on 

the One who has overcome the world.  

                   Pastor Curtiss 

 

                             

  

   

      

 

 

        
 



 


